
Did You Know? A Look At Missouri Education Requirements 

What are students required to learn? What are instructors required teach? As the 2013-14 school year 

draws near check out Missouri's education requirements, which have recently come under the spotlight 

with student transfers. 
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What time does school start? How many students are in the class? How many hours in the school day? 

How many days are in the school year? What are students required to learn? 

 

These are just a few questions that can be answered, at least in part, by taking a look at Missouri's 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education — DESE — grade school education 

requirements throughout the state. 

 

There's even a Frequently Asked Questions page that explains topics like class sizes, the length of school 

days, graduation requirements and more. 

 

Class sizes requirements vary depending on grade, according to the FAQ page. According to the website, 

desired standards — but not the mandatory maximum — class sizes are five fewer children per 

class than the maximum state requirement. 

 

• Kindergarten thru second grades have a maximum of 25 children per class. 

• Third and fourth grades have a maximum of 27 children per class. 

• Fifth and sixth grades have a maximum of 30 children per class. 

• Seventh thru 12th grades have a maximum of 33 children per class. 

Schools try to stick to desirable guidelines — in the theory it provides students with a higher quality 

education — but the difference between desirable and mandatory standards have been a hot topic in St. 

Louis, recently, in accommodating students transferring from unaccredited schools.  

 

The unaccredited Normandy School District announced last month that it will provide student busing to 

the Francis Howell School District, while unaccredited Riverview Gardens chose at first to provide 

transportation to the Mehlville School District and then after Mehlville announced it couldn't accept any 

additional students Riverview chose Kirkwood School District as its next choice. 

 

The American Civil Liberties Union issued a statement Friday, according to a St. Louis Post Dispatch 

Report, which said it's inappropriate for Kirkwood and Mehlville to limit Riverview Gardens student 

transfers because of class size. 

 

How do your school guidelines compare? Share with Patch and the community, and contribute in the 

comments below. 

https://patch.com/users/jared-grafman0cb53cc6e9a59bbe179f60d3753db3c9e55fd919419ea66e15f4f87ab04524a9
https://dese.mo.gov/
https://dese.mo.gov/
https://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/sia/msip/faq&answers.html
https://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/sia/msip/faq&answers.html
https://stcharles.patch.com/groups/schools/p/francis-howell-addresses-potential-normandy-school-district-student-transfers
https://stcharles.patch.com/groups/schools/p/francis-howell-addresses-potential-normandy-school-district-student-transfers
https://mehlville-oakville.patch.com/groups/breaking-news/p/mehlville-schools-selected-to-accept-riverview-transfer-students
https://mehlville-oakville.patch.com/groups/breaking-news/p/mehlville-schools-selected-to-accept-riverview-transfer-students
https://mehlville-oakville.patch.com/groups/schools/p/riverview-gardens-to-select-second-school-for-transfer-students
https://mehlville-oakville.patch.com/groups/schools/p/riverview-gardens-to-select-second-school-for-transfer-students
https://kirkwood.patch.com/groups/schools/p/kirkwood-chosen-as-second-option-to-bus-riverview-gardens-transfers
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/aclu-says-kirkwood-mehlville-wrong-to-limit-transfer-students-based/article_fd418a3d-ff21-5856-85e7-33344e6ec969.html
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/aclu-says-kirkwood-mehlville-wrong-to-limit-transfer-students-based/article_fd418a3d-ff21-5856-85e7-33344e6ec969.html

